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For those of you who may not have been here last week, we are taking a break from our series through the book of Acts.

In a way you might say that we are giving up Acts for Lent as we prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter in a few weeks.

We are slowing things down in order to take a close look at the events that took place during that final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

I want to thank Gini, Mickie, Joanie, and there helper Sienna for decorating the sanctuary. Each week they are trying to give us a feeling that we are really there in Jerusalem with Jesus during His final week.

Although all four of the gospel writers cover the last week of Jesus’ life, we are using the Gospel of Mark as our primary text for this series because of all the gospels Mark lays it out the clearest, when one day ends and the next day starts.

We started last week by looking at the first day of Holy Week, Sunday and walked through Mark 11:1-11. We looked at what took place on that first Palm Sunday.

In this week’s message we are going to look at the events that took on the Monday of Holy week which are recorded in Mark 11:12-19.

This week’s message is Trouble in the Temple. 

So, if you would, please turn in your Bible to Mark chapter 11 and we will be picking up in verse 12.
In this section of Mark we find a literary structure that Mark uses a number of times in his gospel. It is called an inclusio.

An inclusio is like a story sandwich. 

What I mean by that is you have one main story which is like the meat of the sandwich and it is stuck in between two slices of a second story.

The Main story in this next section is found in Mark 11 starting verse 15 running through verse 19. This story is often called the cleansing of the temple.

I know once guy called this passage Jesus’ temple tantrum.

This story is sandwiched in between the second story about a fig tree.
	
Starting in verses 12-14 of Mark 11 we read: “On the following day, [that is Monday] when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 

Remember when Jesus and His disciples came into the city on Palm Sunday to the praise and shouts of Hosanna.

By the time they reached the temple it was late in the day. So Jesus looked and around and then He and His disciples left the city and spent the night in Bethany. 

Bethany was about two mile outside of Jerusalem.

Let’s read on: 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he [that is Jesus] went to see if he could find anything on it. 

When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 

Now skip down past the account of Jesus cleansing the temple and look at verse 20 where it picks back up with the story of the fig tree: “As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.”

This inclusio or sandwich structure is a clue to how we should understand each of these stories. 

Mark intentionally recorded these two stories together, in this order, to help understand what’s going on here.

In an inclusio the meaning of each story is understood best when we hold the two stories side by side and not as two separate stories.

Each story helps to bring meaning to the other story.

Now let’s read the main story here, picking up in Mark 11 verse 15: “And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 

16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 

17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 

18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 

19 And when evening came they went out of the city. 

Ok we are going to stop there this week and we will pick up with the rest of the inclusio next week.

But what’s going on here? 

Again, it’s Monday morning and Jesus and His disciple are heading back into the Jerusalem. Along the way Jesus gets hungry. 

Seeing a fig tree off in the distance He decides to go over and look for fruit. Finding none, Jesus curses the fig tree saying the no one will ever eat fruit from it again.

And then Mark includes this statement at the end of verse 13 “for it was not the season for figs.”

This is one of those stories that can get you wondering what is going on. Jesus curses a fig tree because it has no fruit on it, even though it is not the season for fruit to be on it. Really?

Was Jesus just totally unaware of the seasons of fig trees? Figs were a main staple in the diet of first century Jews. He would know when figs were in season.

Was he just steamed because he was really wanted to eat breakfast because he didn’t get anything to eat before they left Bethany?

I don’t think so. After all Jesus was able to fast for 40 days without sinning surly he could skip breakfast without losing it.

Or, is there something else going on here? Obviously there has to be something else going on here.

Keep in mind that it was Passover (cf. 14:1), the middle of the month of Nisan (April).

Listen to what one commentary says: “In Palestine fig trees produced crops of small edible buds in March followed by the appearance of large green leaves in early April. 

This early green “fruit” (buds) was common food for local peasants. (An absence of these buds despite the tree’s green foliage promising their presence indicated it would bear no fruit that year.)”

So it could have been Jesus was expecting this “early” fruit. But finding none it was clear that this tree, full of green leaves, signs of life, would not bear fruit.

But there is more to this. The fact that Mark includes the statement “for it was not the season for figs” suggest that Jesus actions are to be taken symbolic.

On Palm Sunday Jesus arrives in Jerusalem as King. Today He is coming as prophet.

Often Old Testament prophets would do some symbolic act as an illustration of the message they were bring.

And the message prophets brought was one of judgment for the sins of the people and a call to repentance that usual includes a promise of restoration if the people do repent.

So Jesus is making a point. The tree only appears to have good fruit. The fig tree represents the fruitless nation of Israel.

Then, after Jesus curses the tree, he goes into the temple. Jesus goes to the outer court around the temple called the Court of the Gentiles. 

The Court of the Gentiles was an enclosed 35 archer court yard. It was flanked by pillars that were over 25 feet high.
[PowerPoint]
The historian Josephus said that it would take three men with arms stretched out touching fingertip to fingertip to reach around just one of these pillars. 

This was not just some little garden. It was huge! It’s massive and it had been turned into this market. And this is where Jesus goes.

It was called the Court of the Gentiles because this was a closest to the temple non-Jews could go.

To get closer to the temple itself you had to pass through the first gate where you entered into the court of women. That was where Jewish women would be allowed go and worship.

Passing through the next gate you came into the court of the Israelites. Jewish men would come and worship there.

Working your way in you entered through the next gate into the Court of the Priest. That was where the Levites priest would worship.

Then you entered the temple itself where only certain priest would be selected to offer sacrifices.

And finally inside the temple was the Holy of Holies. It was where the arch of the covenant was kept. This represented to presence of God among His people.

Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies and he could only enter there one day a year, the Day of Atonement.

In fact when the high priest went in they would tie a rope around his waist in case he dropped dead. That way they could pull his body out.

Jews had this theology, it is from outside in. The more holy you are, the closer to God you get to come.

All the gentiles, folks like you and me, who came to worship God had to stay out there. You could come no closer. 

And it is the court of gentiles. That is where Jesus goes. A 35 archer court yard. Filled with animals, money changers, people from all over the Roman Empire who had come to perform their religious duties.

And this is where Jesus over turns the money changers tables and drives out those who are selling animals. This was little feat!

Someone once told me that this story proves you shouldn’t work on Sunday. Others believe that this story means we shouldn’t sell anything in church. 

Well before anyone leaves out of here this morning and goes out into the foyer and turns over the youth group’s table because they are selling pizzas as a fund raiser, we better straighten things out here.

Remember, it’s Passover. Jews from all over are coming up to Jerusalem to celebrate the nation of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and to offer the Passover Lamb.

Get this. There was nothing wrong with buying animals or exchanging money. In fact it was necessary.

If you were traveling hundreds of miles by foot you couldn’t bring a lamb with you to use as your offering. If you tried by the time you got there the lamb would be so beat up that it would not be acceptable.

So you brought money to buy a sacrifice once you got there.

The Jews also had to pay their tithes and temple tax while they were in Jerusalem. But they couldn’t use Roman coins, or provincial coins from back home. 

Many of these coins had Caesar’s image on the and because of God’s command to make no graven image they could use these coins. 

So they had to exchange their money for temple currency which was acceptable in the temple.

Sure, some may have over charged for their animals. Others may have not given a far exchange rate and cheated these pilgrims who came to Jerusalem to worship.

But I don’t think that is the issue. 

I don’t even think that it is because they are doing this in the court yard.

By turning over the money tables and driving out those who were selling animals Jesus is interrupting, He’s stopping worship.

And then He in verse 17 we read: “And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”

You got to stop and look at this. Jesus say, the house God is a house of prayer, a place of worship for all the nations, not just the Jews.

But what does he go on to say? “you have made it a den of robbers.”

When thieves steel where to they go? They go out there. A den isn’t where you lure people into to rob them.

A den is where you come back to after you have robbed and stolen. A den is the place where thieves go to rest, to feel safe. A den is a place where they won’t be discovered.

Jesus is calling out the entire religious system saying you think you are safe because you are in here but you’re not. Your worship is unacceptable to God.

Coming to church on Sunday doesn’t make right what you have done, or not don for that matter, all week long.

When Jesus says that they have made God’s house a den of robbers he is quoting from Jeremiah.

Though He only quotes a small portion the Jews there would have known the context around that verse.

Do me a favor, turn to Jeremiah 7:4. Remember, Jeremiah was the main prophet to Judah just before their destruction and exhale to Babylon. 

The prophet Jeremiah says in Jeremiah 7:4: “Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.’ 

In other words the people are thinking that they are getting away with all kinds of evil just because they are coming into the temple and just because they think they are God’s elect that they can hind in the temple.

Saying, I’m safe, I safe, I did all this outside but I can run here and the temple is kind of like an embassy, once I’m inside, I’m safe. 

List to this, Jeremiah 7:5-11: “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever. 

8 “Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 

11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 

Jesus goes into the temple and says you are not safe here! This my Father’s house and he sees what in your heart.

He turns over the money tables and drives out those who sell animals and shuts the facade of worship down.

He looks at the fig tree, leafy and has all the appearance of life and bearing fruit and when He finds none, He curses it and it dies.

Don’t miss the end of verse 11 of Jeremiah 7: “Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD.”

Jesus comes into the temple like an Old Testament prophet declaring to God’s people that He sees your hypocrisy.

You are clinging on to your identity as God’s chosen people. You are finding your hope in your external religious rituals.

But your heart is far from me. You hypocrites.

But don’t we do the same thing? I’m a Christian. I’ve been baptized. I am a member of the church. I come to church every week. 

But what does God see in your heart the rest of the week?

Do you care for the things God cares for, the widows, the orphans, the outcast and the shut-ins?
In Ashland County, on average, we have 90 children in the foster care system. But right now there are only 7 or 8 certified foster homes.

That means most of the children in the foster system are being taken out of their schools, out of their communities and fostered in another county.

If each church in Ashland County would identify and support one family to become a foster home we could eliminate this problem.

If each church would reach out to the family where that child came from and come along side of them and work to help them get healthy we could help place that child back in a healthy home.

ACCESS: Homeless
Ashland Care Center: unwed moms
Associated Charities: hunger
Transformation Network: unemployed

How about your unsaved neighbor?

We cannot expect God to be pleased with our worship if we come in here week after week thinking, I’m safe. I’ve got my salvation.

And then go out of here and turn a blind eye to the needs of those around us whom God has called us to serve.

Look again at Mark 11:17: “And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”

Jesus is quoting from two Old Testament passages. We have already looked at the Jerimiah passage about the den of robbers.

But what about this quote “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”?
That comes from Isaiah chapter 56

I would like you to turn there, Isaiah chapter 56 and I am going to back up and start in verse 3: “Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely separate me from his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 

4 For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 

6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

Here is the promise, the hope. Turn and do right and your burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted.
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